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Paoverss I.. 17. 


Her . ays are Ways f Plea- 


Santneſs, and all ber Paths 
are Peace. 


vo N order to frame a lively and juſt 
Image of HareinNEsSS, we muſt 
clear up our Miſtakes concerning 
it, by throwing off the Veil, which 
BTR 1c Degeneracy and Corruption 
of human Nature have drawn over it, and hy 
viewing it in that fair Point of Light, which 
found Reaſon, and an unbyaſſed Underſtand- 
ing repreſent it in. For though it is the main 
Scope and Deſign of all our Actions, and we 
are naturally averſe, or inclined to what we 
apprehend will promote, or endanger it; yet 
we, but too often, either make uſe of impro- 
per Means to accompliſh this advantageous 
End, or eagerly purſue, what in the Event 
proves a pernicious Satisfaction: Evil comes 
recommended to us under the Diſguiſe of 


Good, 
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Good, and true Felicity ſhocks us with the 
Appearance of Misfortune. Mankind, upon 
this Account, have /indulged a ſtrong Antipa- 
thy -to-the Practiee of Religious Duties, -as/if 

Religion and Miſery were/tynonymous Therngs, 

and to be; God was ef (Contequenee ito the 


— the ent 
Fox wicked Perſons are ready enough to 
own, That a Vertuous Life will meet with 
the greatelt \Recompence hereafter, yet they 
are kept hack from jngaging .in_* out af a 
groundleſs 'Suppolition, that it interferes fo 
much with their Wemporal Convenience and 
Advantage, as wholly to deſtroy them, that, 
- Whatever Fate may attend them in the World 
to come, they have taken the moſt effectual 
Methods of ſecuring to themſelves all, preſent 
Bleſſings, ſo will not reſign the Enjoyments-of 
this Lite for Reverſionary ones in the Rent. 


INTEREST therefore being @ ſtrong a 
'Byaſs upon the Actions of moſt Men, and their 
external Happineſs in this World what they 
have.chicfly ia View, it may not be a Motive 


* 


unſucceſsfülly urged; to bring them into a Re- 

ligious Courſe. of Life, if they could be once 
thoroughly perſuaded, that Religion is the 

| Nyrelt Way to promote both their Temporal 
Intereſt | and Happ ineſs. 55 
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of Excellent Precepts, in which he hath ele. 
gantly ſet forth Vertue in its native Beauty, 
and Vice in its true Deformity, oppoſing tlie 
fatal Conſequences of the One to the happy 
End of the Other. And as Honour, Riches and 
Plenſure are tlie three Idols, which Mankind 


in all Ages, have erected, and paid Homage 
to; he hath applied himſelf to their own 
worldly Notions, and enforced theſe Conſide- 
rations, as a proper Argument to ineitè them 


to the Practice of Virtue and Piety, ſhewing 
it to be productive of every Thing that is 


Honourable; eAdvantageousor Pleaſant in the 
Would. He, at once, breaks the Force of their 
Objection, by aſſuring them, That Religion, 
or, as it is termed: in this Book), Wiſdom, in- 
ſtead, (according to an Opinion they had all 


along entertained) of being a Bar to Prefer- 


ment, if they would (a) exalt her, would 


a9ns, ohen they” embrace her; that; inſtead 
of being ineonſiſtent with an Affluence of For: 
tune, by her, (C) their Barns will be filled 
with Plenty, and their Preſſes will burſt out 


with new: Wines, and thityinflead of being an 


Enemy to Eaſe and Delight, He Ways are 


Mays of Pleaſantne / S, ani all ber Paths aye 


Peace. 


() Prov. iii. 10, 
(5) Proy. iv. 8. 
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AN aſtoniſhing Doctrine this may ſeem to 
ſome and contradictory to itſelf; that what 
enjoins Humility and Self-Denial thould bring 2 
along with it Honour and Pleaſure :But yet 1 
upon a cloſe and impartial Examination it will 
appear an uadeniable Truth. 


__T o convince ourſelves therefore thoroughly 
of it, let us, firſt, take a Survey of the Prin- 
ciples, which both Religious and Wicked Men 
act upon, and then obſerve, how neceſſarily 
Jome or all of theſe tend, both in a Moral and 

| Natural Senſe, to promote or ruin the Happi- 
neſs of Publick Societies, and Private Perſons, 
as they reſpect either the Repoſe of their Mind, 

their Health, Eſtate, or Reputation. If this 

Argument can be clearly made out, I hope, 
we {hall acknowledge what Solomon in the 
Words of my Text aſſerts of Religion, to be 
true, and with him jointly. affirm, That her 

Ways are Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and all her 
T AAA SEG 5 
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| MEN under the Influence: of Religi 0s Prin. 
cipies look up to GoD in all their Actions, 
and depend upon his Providence in every 
Undertaking; they conſider the AUTHOR 
of their Being, as the Fountain of their Hap- 
pineſs, that thoſe Bleſſings, they are either 
poſſeſſed or deprived of, are by his Gift or 
Permiſſion, as the Effects of his Goodneſs to 
encourage their Virtue, or as the EfleQs of 


1 
8 


1 
" "x8 


the Levant Company, &c. 9 
his Juſtice to puniſh their Offences. They 
receive them therefore with Thankfulneſs, and 
reſign them with Content. But as for the 
Ungodly it is not ſo with them, They act 
without any View to a Supreme BEING; 
ſunk in worldly Cares, they will not ſeek af- 


ter Gov, Gov 1s not in all their Thoughts; 


they rely on the eArm of Fleſh, and on all 
Occaſions have Recourſe to it, without any 
Regard to his over-ruling Providence, as if 
they neither deſired his Protection, nor could 


ſufſer by his withdrawing it; as if they nei- 


ther wanted his Goodneſs, nor feared his Ju- 
ſtice. Ihe Advantages of Life, and other 


Meaſures of his Bounty they ungratefully 
_ aſcribe to their own Power, and the Might 
of their Hand for procuring, yet murmur 


againſt Him, if they are not continued and 


increaſed. In their Proſperity they forget Him, 


and 1n their Adverlity they revile Him. 


Tux Rules of Religion likewiſe oblige Men 
to treat their Fellow- Creatures with Equity 
and Good- nature and behave themſelves be- 


comingly towards them under every Circum- 


ſtance and Relation of Life; in keeping ſtrictly 


to their Words and Contracts, proceeding ho- 
neſtly in their Dealings with thoſe they Cor- 
reſpond, by giving t all their Due, and ex- 


acting no more from all; in Rejoycing at 
their Succeſs and Redreſſing their Grievances; 
in ſhewing Loyalty to their Sovereign, pay- 
ing Obedience to their Parents, acting with 
Br Fidelity 
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Fidelity towards their Friends; and, in ſhort, 
governing themſelves by that Golden Rule, Of 
doing unto all Men, as they would be donun- 
to. What Men keep free from theſe Duties, 
or Reſtraints, as they are called, of Religion, 
but thoſe, who are for breaking through all 
the Laws of Juſtice and Humanity, and, with- 
out any Fear of Puniſhment, would Defraud 
and Over-reach the reſt of the World, and 
injure their Properties, when ſuch a Practice 
ſuits beſt with their Schemes? Who, but 
ſuch, as have too much Pride for Compaſh- 
on, or too much Envy to admire ? But ſuch, 
as are fo Selt-intereſted, as to conſider them- 
{elves under no Capacity, beſides that of pro- 
moting their own Advantage, and regard no- 
thing but what may be ſerviceable to their 
own Deſigns and Enjoyments ? 


Nox do they conſider, with Men who 
govern themives by Religious Principles, 
what Actions are molt ſuitable to the excellent 
Faculties which, as Rational Creatures, they 
are endowed with; how much better it is to 
oppoſe the Uſurpation of Luſts and Paſſions, 
and preſerve themſelves from paying a fervile 
Obedience to them; to let Humility and 
Content be the governing Principle, inſtead of 
Avarice and Ambition; to curb the Impetu- 
olity of a vicious and corrupt Deſire, rather 
than to wanton in Voluptuouſneſs and Incon- 
tinence ; and to ſubdue the Violence of Rage 
and Anger, rather than to ſacrifice every 

| Thing 
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Thing to a Spirit of Revenge. Upon ſuch op- 
poſite Principles do Men addicted to a virtu- 
ous or vicious Courſe of Life proceed. Theſe 
are endeavouring to gratify all their Inclina- 
tions, thoſe to conquer them. Go p and the 
World, Conſcience and Paſſion, Reaſon and 
Appetite are the contrary Springs of Religious 
and Wicked Mens Actions. How differently 
they conduce to the Happineſs or Miſery of 
publick Societies, and private Perſons, both in 
a Moral and Natural Senſe, is what I pro- 
poſed, in the 


SECOND Place, to ſhew. For Righte- 
 onuſneſs, faith Solomon (c), exalteth a Nation, 
but Sin is the Reproach of any People; and, 
(, By the Bleſſing of the Upright the City is 
exalted ; but it is overthrown by the Mouth 
of the Wicked. And that Vertue or Vice will 
Morally bring Plagues or Bleſſings upon- any 
Community may be proved from a Confidera- 
tion of Go 's Juſtice, and confirmed to us by 
Experience. As Governor of the Univerſe, He 
takes a different Method with States and King- 
doms, from what He exercifes towards private 
Men, in ſhewing his Approbation and Diſ- 
pleaſure by Rewards and Puniſhments. Parti- 
cular Perſons, whether Good or Bad, may pro- 
miſcuouſly taſte the Comforts and Afflictions 
ol #his Life, becauſe there is another State, in 
Which their Actions will be attended with their 
5 B 2 deſerved 


Mic 


tit 


| (e) Prov. xiv. 34. 
(e) Ibid. xi. 11 
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deſerved Conſequences. But the Duration of 
Publick Societies is limited, and Bodies of Men, 
as ſuch, will one Day be diſſolved, and ſwal- 
lowed up in the general Ruin: Gop muſt there. 
fore manifeſt his Juſtice in regard to them ei- 
ther in this World, or not at all. 


Or this the Jewiſh Nation was a very ſignal 
and inſtructive Inſtance, who experienced the 
various Diſpenſations of Divine Providence, 
and found them at all Times, adapted to the 

Uprightneſs or Perverſeneſs of their Ways. 
Their Rewards and Puniſhments, their Felici- 
ties and Calamities increaſed in Proportion to 
their Murmurs and Gratitude, to their Obe— 
dience and Tranſgreſſions. i 


Bur as Virtue and Vice draw down Curſes 


and Bleſſings from Heaven upon Public Socie- 
ties, ſo do they naturally bring them. juſtice 
and Honeſty xauſe Mankind to proceed in their 
Intercourſes between each other with mutual 
Security and Dependance; whereas the contra- 
ry Practice gives Riſe to Jealoufies and Suſpi- 
cions. A Courſe of Sobriety keeps Men in a 
fit Condition to perform the Part aſſigned them 
in the Commonwealth; but irregular Habits 
diſable them and their Poſterity from being 
ſerviceable in it. Content and Diligence in a 
Calling advance the Happineſs of all about us 
by a due Care of that Truſt, and Function we 
are ingaged in. But what can be the Fern 
0 
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of an ambitious and envious Spirit, which is 
perpetually endeavouring to ſtart out of the 
Bounds preſcribed it, but Diforder and Con- 
fuſion ? For ſuch a Turn of Temper not only 
makes a Man remiſs in his Ohm Duty, but it 
interrupts others in the Diſcharge of Theirs, 


INDEED, Moral and Natural Good, or Evil. 
are ſo cloſely connected together, and G0 
hath ſo ſtrongly fenced in his own Laws with 
the natural Rewards and Puniſhments, which 

| adhere to them, that we cannot be guilty of an 
_ Offence towards Him, without injuring, at the 
{ame time, the Civil Rights of our Neighbour. 
In all Ages therefore, and under every Govern- 
ment the Laws of Religion and Morality have 
been pullicł l) enforced, ſtrict Injunctions have 
been exhibited to obſerve the Rules of Juſtice 
and Sobriety, and the Breach of them has 
been ſeverely puniſhed, for the better Security 
of Mens Lives, and Liberties, and external 
Poſſeſſions. The highelt Advantages and Con- 
veniences accrue from them, and the utmoſt 
Confuſions and Misfortunes would attend the 
contrary V ices. Which let us now ſuppoſe to 
be under the Sanction of the Law, and Vertue 
as much diſcouraged 1n our Courts of Judica- 
ture, as Vice at preſent, is. 


LET a Spirit of Revenge and Murder uni- 
verſally rage; let Oppreſſion and Violence 
uſurp the Seat of Juſtice ; let Lewdneſs and 
Intemperance, Debauchery and Profaneneſs be 


publickly 
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peblickly allowed of; and fee, if we ſhould 
not quickly groan and faint under the inſup- 
portable Burden. What would then become 
of our Rights, and Liberties, and Quiet? 
Mult they not be ſacrificed to Cruelty, Inju. 
{tice, and Impiety ? When our (e Hedges are 
broken down, all they which paſs by, would 
pluck our Vines. The Boar ont of the Wood 
would waſte it, and the wild Beaſt out of 
the Field devour it, (f) Lamentation and bitter 
Weeping would be Heard in our Streets, as 7» 
 Ramah, and Mothers, like Rachel Weeping for 
their Children, becanſe they ave not. In ſuch 
a State we could expect little better, than that 
our Sou, and our Daughters muſt be offered 
to Devils. Experience therefore, would to 
our Sorrow, convince us of the fatal Effects 

of ſuch a licentious Indulgence. 


Woup we enjoy the Benefits of an Hap- 
py Government, let us then remember, that 
Religion and Virtue alone can procure them 
for us; and whenever we are tranſgreſſing 
their Rules, we are, in ſome Degree, break- 
ing in upon the Peace and Order of the World. 


BuT were the good and bad Conſequences 
of Virtue and Vice to terminate here, Men 
might with ſome ſhew of Reaſon tranigrels 
the Bounds of their Duty, under Pretence of 
complying with a Principle of Selt-love. That 
the Folly therefore of the Wicked my 

es EY eſt 


(ie) Palm xxx. 1a, 13 () Jer. xxx. 15. 
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left without any Excuſe, let us obſerve, how 
greatly Religion and Vice, both in a Moral and 
Natural Senſe, conduce to the Happineſs and 
Miſery of every Private Perſon. And 


Firſe, IN promoting or deſtroying the Eaſe 
and Quiet of his Mind. (g) Keep ſound Wiſ- 
dom, ſaith Solomon, and Diſcretion; ſo when 
thou lieſt down thou ſhalt not be afraid; yea, 
thou ſhalt lie down, and thy Sleep ſhall be 
ſweet. Whereas the Wicked is affured, That 
when he lays, (H/ his Bed ſhall comfort him, 

his Couch ſhall eaſe his Complaint : Then Go 
ſcareth him wth Dreams, and terrifieth him 
_ through Viſious, For Shame and Confuſion of 

Face bela»geth to the Sinner; (i) Tribulation 
and Antuiſh upon every Soul of Man that doth 
Evil. But Peace to every Man, that work- 
eth Good. (Rk) A Good Man, the Scripture 
too tells us, ſhall be ſatisfied from himſelf, and 
the Work of Righteouſneſs ſhall be Peace, 
and the Effects of Righteouſneſs, Quiet- 
neſs and Aſſurance for ever. 


Ar which is no leſs true in a Natural 
Senſe. For Patience and Submiſſion to the 
Divine Will eaſes our Minds, and abates the 
Edge of Sorrows; whereas Murmuring and 
Impatience fret the Heart, and increaſe the 
Weight of Afflictions. A much greater Sweet. 


nels 


ä ** 2 * 


— 
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3) Prov. iii. 21, 24. (b) Job vii. 13, 14. 
6 Rom. 11. 9, 10. | (% Prov. xiv. 14. 
AV) Iſa. XXXIi. 17. | 
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neſs flows from Love and the Forgiveneſs of 
Injuries, than from the reſtleſs Fury and per- 
petual Tumults of a maliczons and revengeful 
Spirit. A wicked Courſe of Life gives a Man 
frequent Troubles and Perplexities with the 
Remembrance of former Actions, and with 

the Dread of future Sufterings. But Piet), 
Juſtice, and Sobriety, I believe, hardly ever 
troubled any one. A Man of Religion may 
caſt an Eye back upon his paſt Actions without 
the leaſt Mixture of Sorrow or Remorſe. He 
can retire within himſelt, and behold all there 
calm and peaceable ; having ever acted upon 
found, true Principles, and therefore free from 
all uneaſy Apprehenſions of Puniſhment and 
Diſgrace. PE 


Ou! the ſweet Repoſe, the Eaſe and Tran- 
quillity of Mind, which He enjoys, who has 
neither his Reaſoz, to reproach him, his Con- 
ſcience to ſting him, nor his Gop to con- 
demn him. He ſurely, has received deep into 
his Breaſt that Divine Peace which faſeth 
all Underſtanding, that Joy which is unſpeak- 
ble, and full of Glory. A Stranger, alas; to 
the Breaſt of theUzzodly, where the Gnawing 
of that Worm, which dieth not, ſupplies its 
place. SED 


As the Enjoyments of a wicked Man are 
of a different Nature from thoſe, his Refle- 
ctions upon them muſt, of Conſequence be 
ſo to. He therefore dreads and avoids hold- 


ing 
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ing any Converſation with his Conſcience. 
But it will unwelcomely intrude upon him, 
when he leaſt looks, and leaſt cares for it, in 
his greateſt Pravacy. When he has no jovial 
Companions to laugh it away, nor wanton Mi- 
ſtreſs to lull it aſleep. It will there diſplay the 
Black Catalogue of his V ices, and convince him, 
how he is become, by their Means, a Scorn 
and Derijion to them round about him, and a 
Mark of Vengeance to an incenſed Goo. 
Wer x theſe the only Pleaſures or Miſeries 
which Men eſcaped or enjoyed by Religion or 
Inmorality, they ſurely, might be induced to 
purchaſe them at the Expence of every other 
Satisfaction; and to think no Ways pleaſant or 
diſagreeble, but what lead to, or from ſuch 
Peace. Though the Duties of Religton are 
_ conſiſtent with every Part of our Happineſs, 
and 1n performing or tranſgreſſing them we 
both Morally and natarally improve, or preju- 
dice no leſs the Outward than the Inward 
Man ; as may be ſeen. 
_ Secondly, IN regard to our Health. And 
this Bleſſing from the Conſideration of G O »'s 
| Juſtice only, we might reaſonably have expe- 
cted to be a Reward conſequent on Actions 
framed by the Standard of Temperance and 
_ Sobriety, had we received no revealed Promiſes 
of it. But Holy Scripture abounds with As- 
ſurances of this Kind to encourage Men in a 
prudent and regular Government of their Bo- 
dies. Fear the Logo, with the Wiſe Man (in), 
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(7) Proy. iii, 7, 8. 16, 19. 
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and depart from Exil. It ſhall be Health to th; 
Navel and Marrow to thy Bones. Length of 
Days ig in her Ri;,ht Hand, and a Tree of Life 
ſhe is to them that lay hold upon her. Whereas 
Curies on the contrary are denounced againſt 
Sinners, and a 97g Continuance even of Life 
itſelf denied them. For tbe Wicked ſhall be cut 
off from the Earth, andihe Tranſpgreſſors ſhall 
be rooted out of it (n). 
Lu Principles, indeed, of Religion oblige us 
to ſuch Moderation and Sobriety, enjoyn ſuch a 
regular Behaviour, and ſuch an Equanimity of 
Temper, as will effectually eradicate all thoſe 
Exceſſes of Luſt and Intemperance, and thoſe 
Tranſports of headſtrong and unruly Paſſions, 
which have ſuch a Phylical Efficacy in ſowing 
the Seeds of Diſeaſes, either by corrupting or 
weakning the Conſtitution, putting the Hu- 
mours of the Body into fo violent an Agita- 
tion, or by throwing the whole Frame of Na- 
ture into ſo. great a Diſorder as to render it 
incapable of performing its proper and neceſſa- 
ry Operations, And whom does Experience 
ow us to be moſt liable to Diſeaſes, but ſuch, 
as are moſt addicted to Anger and Revenge, 
to Vice and Debauchery, but ſuch, as walk :# 
Rioting and Drunkenneſs in Chambering and 
Wantonneſs. And whom, on the other Side, do 
we find moſt free from Diſtempers, but thoſe, 
who are careful of not launching beyond m9» 
derate Bounds in fatisfying their "ang: w_ 
Thirſt, 


— ”— . „ * 
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Thirſt, and other Apetites and Deſires, nor of 


indulging the Extravagance and Heat of any 


Paſſion ; but preſerve an even Turn of Tem- 


per in every Circumſtance and Relation of 


Life. For why does the Blood flow in a regzlar 
Current, why are the Members of the Body 
firm and found, the Limbs ſtrong and active, 


the Tone of the Veſſels in a right Order, and 


the Appetite and Digeſtion in a due Capacity 
to perform the Calls of Nature, but that they 


have not been over-run by thoſe pernicious 


Enemies, Luft and Luxury. 
D1r38sASES, Indeed, may, and do happen 
to the Be/; of Men, as well as the Wort. Their 


Conſtitutions may be of ſo weak and tender a 


Frame, as to be ſhaken with the ſmalleſt Blaſt, 
or they may be negligent in purſuing right 
Methods of preſerving their Health, But yet 


we may obſerve, that they ſeldom are afflicted 


with-ſuch Diſeaſes as hang about Men of lewd 


and corrupt Manners, that have abandoned 


themſelves to Senſuality and Voluptuouſneſs. 
Who hath Wo? who hath Sorrow? who hath 
Wounds without Cauſe ? Who hath Redueſo of 
Eyes? They, faith the Wiſe Maz, that tarry 


long at the Wine (o). And fo, indeed, {ſhould 


I run thro* the whole Train of Vices, I could 


ſhew the fatal Inconveniences, that particu- 


larly attended each of them. But every one 
is ſo daily an Eye-witnels of this, that it would 
be needleſs to dwell longer on fo melancholy 
an Object. 5 
e 


(0) Proy. xxiii. 29, 30. 
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LET us therefore proceed to ſhew, That 
Eſteem and Veneration, or the contrary Treat- 
ment among Men will be the Moral and Ng. 
tural Eſſects of a Religious or Wicked Life. 

Tnus it is ſaid of Judith, That there was 
none that gave her an ill Word, for ſhe feared 
Gop greatly G). Let not then Mercy and 
Truth forſałe thee, jo ſhalt tou find Favour 
and good Underſianding in the Sight of Gop 
and Man (9). And, He that in theſe Things, 
faith the Apoſtle (), /erveth CHRIST 7, ac. 
ceptable to Gov, and afprot ea of Men. But 
Shame is ſet down in Scriprure as the proper 
_ Conſequence of Sin. A wickea Mau is loath- 
ſome and cometh ts Shame GN. 

AN p Experience convinces us what Weight 


and Authority a Man of Religion and Honeſly 


bears in the World, even among Perſons of a 
looſe and profligate Turn ; how readily his 
Opinion is aſſented to, and his Word relied on 
without Heſitation. Of all the ancient Hea- 
then Lawgivers Nzma was held in greatelt 
Reverence among the People he preſided over, 
and had his Laws received and executed with 
the utmoſt Submiſhon, for that Mark of Divi- 
nity and Piety he ſtamped upon Them, and his 
own Perſon, by Means of a familiar Inter- 
courſe he pretended to entertain with a Deity. 
And in all Ages the Men moſt celebrated tor 
Their Virtue have been the moſt valued and 
Honoured. A for the common Slander of W- 

eng EY = pocriſy 

--- (p)Judg, vii . $9 wp 945 OB | | Fa oY 
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pocriſy and pious Craft, that is frequently 


thrown upon Men, who more ſtrictly and con- 
ſcientiouſly per form their Duties, than is uſual 
with the greater Part of the World; ſo far, I 


think, ſhould it be from diſcouraging them 


from perſiſting in ſuch laudable Practices, or 
detering others from coming into them, that 
they ſhould rather be induced by it to forward 
ſuch an Undertaking. Since this very Suſpi- 
£192 is a filent Acknowledgment, that it they 
were thought as ſincerely Good, as they ap- 


peared to be, they could not but meet with 
4 ſuitable Reſpect and Reverence from the 


World. „ _ 
RELICION and Vice do, Laſily, in a Moral 
and Natural Senſe, conduce to the Happineſs 


and Miſery of every private Perſon by increaſ- 
ing or impairing his Fortune. For Go p ſends 


a peculiar Bleſſing on the Induſtry of a J 


Man, and crowns it with Succeſs. The Steps 


of a Good Man are ordered by the LoRD, and 


he delighteth in his Way (t). And if we will 


commit our Way unto the Lo xb, and truſe in 
him, He will bring it to paſs (4). Whereas 


an Inheritance may be gotten haſcily at the 
Beginning; but the End thereof ſhall not be 


| blejjed (x). And, Wealth gotten by Vanity 
ſhall be diminiſhed ). But the Bleſſing of the 
Lo p iti maketh rich, and he addeth no Sor- 
row with it (2). 


ts ces 


— 
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(:) Pal. XXXVii. 23. A) Ibid: ver. 5. (x) Prov. 
XX. 11. O) Prov. xiil. 11. (2) Ibid, x. 22. 
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Bur Religion naturally conduces to the In- 
creaſe of Mens Fortunes, as it ingages them to 
be diligent in their Callings; for the Hand of 
the Diligent maketh rich (a). Such a Courſe 
of Life learns Men Prudence and Oeconomy 
in preſerving the Eſtate they are poſſeſſed 
ot, it moderates their Expences, and reſtrains 
them within the due Bounds of Fruga- 
lity. But Religion puts them into the ſureſt 
and moſt laſting Art of Thriving by obliging 
them to ule all Truth and Fidelity in their 
Commerce. For though fraudulent Practices 
may not be at the firſt diſcovered, and they 
may therefore for a little while be attended 
with Succeſs, yet it has been ſeldom known, 
that Deceit and Treachery have kept them- 
ſelves long concealed. Whoever therefore 
makes this the Rule of his Dealing, purſues a 
Courſe, which molt effectually tends to fink 
nis Fortune, by deſtroying his Credit. Such a 
Man's Rzches, certainly, make themſelves 
Wings, nay, he himſelf giveth them Wings, 
and they fly away. For his Deſigns are no 

ſooner expoſed, but they neceſſarily engage 
Mankind to ſtand upon their Guard, and be 
aware of him. He, like Cain, hath a Mark 
ſet on him, and muſt ſhortly, like him, be- 
come a Fugitive aud a Vagabond in the Earth. 
Thus is he taken in the Devices that he hath 
imagined (b), and is ſnared in the Work of 
his own Hands (c). Bleſſed then is the Mas 
— „ e e 


* Ft 8 


ORE Oi OO i. 5: 


the Levant Company, Kc. 23 


that walketh not in ſuch Counſel; but in 
the Law of Juſtice doth meditate Day and 
Night. He ſhall be like a Tree planted by the 
Rivers of Water, that bringeth forth his 
Fruit in due Seaſon; his Leaf alſo ſhall not 
wither, and whatſoever he doth ſhall pro- 


; 
' 
: 


per . Fo EE 
Now what do the ſeveral Principles of 
Religzon oblige us to, but to the Practice of 
ſuch Duties, as produce Harmony in the 
World, bring a quiet and calm Conſcience 
along with them, and every Way promote 
our Welfare and Intereſt : But ſuch as regu- 
late our Will and Aﬀections, and keep our 
Paſhons within due Subjection to our ſuperior 
Faculties? And what do they reſtrain us from, 
but from the Commiſhon of ſuch Vices, as | 
would raiſe Horror and Remorſe in the Con- 
ſcience, preſs down the Mind with Anguiſh 
and Vexation, blow up Diſcord in the At- 
fections, {well the Body with Diſeaſes, preju- 
dice our Intereſts, and ſcatter Confuſion and ] 
Diltraction through human Societies. They — 
neither enjoyn nor forbid any thing, but what 
our own Selt-love, rightly directed, would force 
us to follow, or avoid. Our Duty, in ſhort, is 
every way our Happineſs. So that to live So- 
berly, Righteouſi), and Godly in this World, 
is to live in it with Foy, and Peace, and Com- 
Fort, to make ourſelves and all about us as 
ealy and as happy as we can, and to * 
| | — | „„ 
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the trueſt Methods of i improving our Heath, | 
our Ns and our: TIER, Bo, ESE IN 


Goo therefore grant, That we may guide 
all our Actions ſo conſcientioully by the Rules 
of Religion, that we may enjoy ſuch an e- 
qual Serenity and Calmneſs of Mind, as may 
keep us ſecure from all Anxieties, which are 
conſequent on il! Deeds; That in all our In. 
tercourſes with Men, we may uſe ſuch honeſt 
and. fair Dealing, as may bring down Gos 
Bleſſing on our Endeavours, and keep ourſelves 
a ge from the World, and, that our Lives 
Behaviour may be ſo well formed by the 
Rules of Decency, Temperance, and Chaſtity, 
as may preſerve the Conſtitution of our Bodies 
in full Strength and Vigor, and enable all their 
Faculties to perform their ſeveral Functions, 
and that we may enjoy the Pleaſure of well- 
doing in this World, and obtain the glorious | 
Reward promiſed to it in the net. 


15 God the Father, God the Son, ay God. 
| the Holy Ghoſt be aſcribed all Glory, 
Praiſe, Pane, and Dominion no, 
henceforth, and for evermore. Amen. 


